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Church of the Visitation
of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Rectory Phone: 536-6110

E-Mail: visitationjtown@dioceseaj.org
Website: www.visitationbvmchurch.com
Fax: 536-3709

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 13th, 2026

MASS SCHEDULE
MONDAY - The Exaltation of the Cross
12:05 PM - Vicki Huston
(Req. by Mike Huston)

TUESDAY - Our Lady of Sorrows
12:05 PM - Angeline Lecci
(Req. by Lecci Family)

WEDNESDAY - Saints Cornelius, Pope and Cyprian,
Bishop, Martyrs
5:30 PM - Joseph Martella Jr.
(Req. by Jackie Martella)
Followed by Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

THURSDAY - Weekday in Ordinary Time
12:05 PM - Rosemarie Sigg
(Reqg. by Vince & Donna Rzasa)
*Rescheduled from 9-10-26*

FRIDAY - Weekday in Ordinary Time
12:05 PM - Helene Balagusz
(Req. by Terrie Rovan)
Followed by Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

SATURDAY - Vigil of 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM - Pro Populo

SUNDAY - 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00 AM -  Evelyn Haggerty
(Req. by Jim & Suzie Catanese)

SANCTUARY CANDLE
For the Spiritual and Temporal Welfare
of Father John
(Req. by Anonymous)

The daily readings may be found at either USCCB.ORG
or with the daily readings listed in the back of the mis-

salette.

1127 McKinley Avenue
Johnstown, PA 15905

Rev. John J. Slovikovski, PhD, Pastor
Mprs. Maureen Clark, DRE

Mprs. Kathleen Bumbernick, DMM

Mpr. David Kozak, Chairperson, PC

Ms. Catherine Bennett, Secretary

Mpr. Joseph Martella, Vice-Chairperson, PC
Ms. Chris Houghton, Maintenance

Rectory Office Hours: Monday through
Friday, 9:00AM - 3:00PM

IN LOVING MEMORY: The Sanctuary Lamp is avail-
able for your intentions by calling the

parish office. Please attempt to request your inten-
tions as early as possible. A $10 donation is sug-
gested.

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE: Confessions are heard
from 6:30 until 7:00 PM on Wednesday Evenings.
CONEFESSIONS WILL BE HEARD FROM 3:00 PM until
3:40 PM THE FIRST SATURDAY OF EVERY MONTH.
Confession may ALWAYS be arranged with Fr. John
personally by calling the rectory office. Please
avail yourselves to this life-giving sacrament!
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: Scheduled no less
than nine months prior to the date of marriage.
Four preparation sessions with the pastor, as well as
all diocesan requirements, must be met. All Cath-
olic candidates for Marriage must be registered,
practicing members of a parish at least 6 months
prior o scheduling the wedding. THERE ARE NO EX-
CEPTIONS.

INFANT BAPTISM: Baptisms are generally celebrat-
ed during one of the Sunday Liturgies. Pre-
baptismal instructions must be completed by the
parents at least 3 weeks prior to the celebration of
the sacrament. Catholic godparents must obtain
a letter of eligibility from their pastors four weeks in
advance. Baptisms are never celebrated during
the Season of Lent.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Celebrated after any
Sunday Mass as requested and as a parish during
the Easter Season.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: Every Wednesday and
Friday following Mass.

MEMBERSHIP: Forms are located on the back
page of the bulletin (or on the parish website) to
be filled out and sent to the parish. Registrations
are also welcome by phone.




$$ INCOME $$%$
Collection - September 13, 2026

LOOSE MONEY......cvviiiiieieeeeee e, $248.00
ENVelopes. .....ccoovviviiiiiiii $302400
ASSUMPLION. ...eiiiii e $5.00
Retired Priests Medical...................coooiin, $20.00
Votive Candles...........coooeiiiiiiiiiiiiiie $100.00
Apartment Rental - Sept................ocoviiiini. $625.00

TOTAL: $4022.00
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Let us continue to pray for the members of our parish
community who serve in the military, as well as for the
sick, elderly and homebound members of our parish
especially:

Anonymous Petitioners, Pat Balagusz, John Bair, Ralph Blair,
David Clark, Ronald Cleaver, Dolores Danner, Dorothy Fish-
er, Barbara Fox, Paul Harnish, Catherine Heinlein, Mary
Carol Hill and children, Donna Johnson, Gianna Kniss, Karen
Kohan, Marylee Konicky, Madeleine Krueger, Dick Kru-
menacker, Gaile Krumenacker, Victoria Leflie, Michael

Letzo, Joanne Macri, Patricia Mainhart, Eric Mangiafico,
Marianne Mangiafico, Pat Meagher, Myla Minner, Pauline
Molchany, Jake Morisi, Larry Oravetz, Anna Petro, Francis
Petro, Jean Petroro, Maria Petro-Sanders, Mia Bella Rastall,
Stacy Roberts, Sean Rovan, Stephen Sanders, Jennifer
Schellhammer, Allegra Slick, Father John Slovikovski, Shirley
Slovikovski, Ken Turner, Megan Varmecky, Carrie Young

*%k% * *%k% *k%
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Please join us in remembering members of our
parish family who celebrate their birthdays the
week of September 14th to September 20th:

bless you -
on your birthday
and always!

Alexis Kozak
Susan Pappas
Amelda Bubalo

Anthony Marano
Terrie Rovan
Reggie Kohan

For the Good of the Vineyard and Our Particular Part

FOSTER YOUR DEVOTIONAL LIFE: We always pray the ro-
sary Saturday evening at approximately 3:30 PM prior to Mass
as well as every Tuesday at 6:00 PM. On Wednesdays, Mass is
celebrated at 5:30 PM followed by Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament until 6:30 PM. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
also occurs on Friday following the 12:05
PM Mass until 1:30 PM. We also pray the
litany of St. Joseph since Wednesday is
dedicated to the foster father of Jesus as
the patron of the Universal Church. Re- = @
member the perpetual parish intention for W ‘
the rosary is for Fr. John’s health, however,
all personal intentions for the Rosary and i
adoration are your own. A VISITATION
WITH OUR LORD PRESENT IN THE
BLESSED SACRAMENT IS NEARLY A
PERFECT FORM OF PRAYER AND IT CAN MOVE YOUTO
BELIEVE THAT WITH GOD ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE!!!
Gas Ticket Final Profit - THANK YOU to everyone who bought
or sold the Sheetz gas tickets. We're very happy to report that
ALL the tickets were sold, leaving us with a profit of $4291.00.

The winner of the Sheetz gas gift card was Carol Hoover,
sister-in-law of Evelyn Haggerty.

Thank you, also, to the parishioners who donated money
towards the Sheetz gas gift card. We could not have done this
without everyone’s hard work.
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Holy Family Parish in Hooversville will host their annual Hun-
garian Picnic on Saturday September 19th at the Fireman's Grove
in Hooversville (Somerset County - Near Flight 93 National Me-
morial). The menu features homemade Hungarian food including
gulyas, fire roasted pork chops (cooked around a fire for 6 hours),
homemade kolbasz, potato pancakes, hurka sausage, Hungarian
style pickles, and more. Bar with wine from Hungary, domestic
and import beer, and spirits. Live Hungarian music by Gyp-

sy George Batyi and Gypsy Stringz, as well as Hungarian folk
dance by Cserkész Regos Csoport from Cleveland. Outdoor Mass
at 4:00 PM with Hungarian hymns. Bar opens at 5:00 PM, food
starts at 5:30 PM. Basket raffles and games of chance. More than a
celebration of Hungarian heritage, all are invited to a real Hun-
garian picnic in the old-world spirit.

St Therese Church Johnstown will be hold-

ing their Annual Novena in honor of St. Therese of the Little
Flower of Jesus starting Wednesday, September 23rd and

will continue for nine (9) days. Masses will be held at 9AM and
7PM except on Saturday and Sunday, which will be Saturday at
9AM, 4PM, & 7PM and Sunday at 7:30AM, 10:30AM Healing
Mass at 2PM and 7PM. The closing of the Novena will

be Thursday, Oct. 1st.

2nd Annual Ice Cream Crawl Update - A quick
update to everyone regarding the Ice Cream social

that needed rescheduled, It will be held on Sun- N
day, October 11th at 6 PM in the school cafeteria. @)
More information will be in the upcoming bulle- Church
tins, so please mark your calendars for this date if lcggﬁﬁm

you are interested in attending!

From Pontiff to Pew:

During this past Sunday’s Angelus, Pope Leo XIV of-
fered the following reflection in its entirety:
Dear brothers and sisters, happy Sunday!

The word of God proclaimed in this Sunday’s liturgy
offers us some fundamental criteria for thought and action. In
the Letter to the Romans, we read that every commandment is
“summed up in this word, ‘Love your neighbor as your-
self”” (Rom 13:9). Saint Paul insists on this point with a very
powerful image, one that also appears in the Lord’s Prayer. He
writes: “Owe no one anything, except to love one another” (v. 8).

Jesus taught us to ask for and to practice the forgiveness
of debts. Yet there is one debt we owe to one another that does
not enslave us: the debt of mutual love. All the attention, care
and goodness we have received make us freer and more capable
of responsibility.

In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus suggests at least
two ways for every Christian community to practice mutual
love. The first is to become capable of fraternal correction. This
is a delicate art, too often forgotten, that calls for frankness and a
gradual approach. Speaking honestly with one another — first
face to face, then, if necessary, with two or three others, and fi-
nally, when required, with the whole community — means fac-
ing reality and transforming problems and conflicts into oppor-
tunities for growth. Complaining and speaking ill of others are
easier, but they accomplish nothing and leave many situations
paralyzed. The Gospel, instead, teaches us the freedom that
comes through charity.

There is also a second way of loving one another as
brothers and sisters, which, for Jesus, transforms even our pray-
er: coming to an agreement. Not only when there is a conflict,
but also when asking God for some gift. The Lord says: “If two
of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for
you by my Father in heaven” (Mt 18:19). This promise suggests
that we can have shared desires, shared sorrows and shared
hopes, and that through prayer we can grow in unity. Without
faith, each person might feel alone and become suspicious of
others, seeing them as strangers and enemies. By grace, howev-
er, we are brothers and sisters who can live in harmony: meeting
one another, forgiving one another and listening to one another
in the Lord.

Let us ask Mary, who, after the angel’s announcement,
went in haste to her cousin Elizabeth to share the joy and the
hardship of pregnancy, to teach us, too, the joyful debt of frater-
nal love.

After the Angelus, Pope Leo briefly spoke about the vio-
lence in Ukraine. Here it is below:

Dear brothers and sisters,

With a sorrowful heart, I have followed the news of the
latest violent attacks that have recently struck several cities and
civilian infrastructures in Ukraine, causing the deaths of inno-
cent people. My heart goes out to the suffering people, who for
years have lived in anguish and fear.

I renew my appeal to put an end to the violence, to stop
the destruction and to open hearts to dialogue and peace! I
hope that the efforts undertaken in these days to resume negoti-
ations will bear concrete fruit and open space for diplomacy.

Let us raise our prayers to the Lord, that concord may
prevail in all the conflicts of the world.

In his weekly Wednesday Audience, Pope Leo began

his exploration of the Documents of the Second Vatican
Council. IV. Pastoral Constitution Gaudium et spes (G512-
22). 2. Human dignity: gift and responsibility. Here it is in
its entirety:

Brothers and sisters, good morning and welcome!

The Conciliar Constitution Gaudium et Spes (GS),
by dedicating the first chapter to the dignity of the human
person, emphasizes that it is the foundation and condition
for “those values which are most highly prized today”, but
these must not lose sight of their “divine source”, in order
to avoid possible distortions arising from the “taint in
man’s human heart” (GS, 11).

The journey that made it possible to highlight the
fundamental characteristics and rights of human dignity
certainly represents one of the most significant chapters in
human history. However, the path ahead is not yet com-
plete and must address the contradictions, both old and
new, which prevent its full realization.

The Church clearly offers her contribution, remind-
ing us that human dignity arises from the very being of the
person. | had the opportunity to reiterate this also in my
recent Encyclical Magnifica Humanitas: “Every human
person is planned and willed by God to enter into com-
munion with Him, with others and with creation. Human
dignity does not depend on a person’s abilities, wealth or
position in life, nor on the right or wrong choices made;
instead, it is a gift that precedes and transcends each per-
son, endowed by God as an expression of His unfailing
love” (no. 50). The infinite dignity of the human being,
then, is rooted in his identity as a creature made “’to God’s
image’ ... capable of knowing and loving his Creator”, a
plan and gift of love that transcends other created realities,
which are entrusted to his care to “subdue them and use
them to God’s glory” (GS, 12).

In faith we can understand the ultimate foundation
for the dignity of the person, inasmuch as the Son, “by the
revelation of the mystery of the Father and His love, fully
reveals man to man himself and makes his supreme calling
clear” (no. 22).

The person always implies relationship, commun-
ion and participation in relation to God and to others;
hence, a filial relationship with God the Father and a frater-
nal relationship with Christ and with all humankind. It
excludes self-centred isolation. To be a person means to
perceive oneself as a gift to be shared, growing and matur-
ing through acceptance, reciprocity and service.

This dignity is entrusted to the responsibility of
each person: at the same time, it also demands solidarity
and mutual care, overcoming the many falsifications and
manipulations that still disfigure our perception of it and
hinder its realization. Indeed, as a result of the choices
made throughout history that have run counter to this dig-
nity, even today “man is split within himself”, and “all of
human life, whether individual or collective, shows itself to
be a dramatic struggle between good and evil between
light and darkness”. This fragile and limited condition,
however, can be regarded with hope, because “the Lord
Himself came to free and strengthen man, renewing him
inwardly and casting out that ‘prince of this

(Continued on insert)



