
From Pontiff to Pew (continued):  
  
silence” should be fostered (SC, 30). It urges each person, minister or member of the 
faithful, to perform “all of, but only, those parts which pertain to his office by the nature 
of the rite and the principles of liturgy” (SC, 28), in the harmonious balance between the 
different ministries, the various interventions and moments of silence. 
 The Council then attributes great value to Gregorian chant, without excluding 
other genres of sacred music from the celebration. Particular attention is also given to 
the organ (cf. SC, 120), while the use of other instruments is permitted “on condition 
that the instruments are suitable, or can be made suitable, for sacred use, accord with 
the dignity of the temple, and truly contribute to the edification of the faithful” (SC, 
120). 
 A theme close to the Council’s reform is that of inculturation, including in the 
field of sacred music. In particular, with regard to the musical traditions of different 
cultures, the Council emphasizes the importance of taking them seriously into 
consideration, as they form part of people’s religious and social life. Therefore, on the 
one hand, an “attitude toward religion” should be promoted in everyone (SC, 119). On 
the other hand, as far as may be practicable […] every effort should be made to see that 
the traditional music of these peoples, both in schools and in sacred services may be 
promoted (cf. ibid.). 
 A particular role in the liturgical context is given to the schola cantorum. The 
Council recommends the promotion of this pastoral instrument, to ensure the “proper 
performance of the parts which belong to it, according to the different kinds of music 
sung, and to encourage the active participation of the faithful in the singing” (Sacred 
Congregation of Rites, Instruction Musicam sacram, 19). 
 For this reason, the composer of sacred music is called to know and preserve the 
musical heritage of the Church, allowing it to inspire new compositions at the service of 
the liturgy, while respecting contemporary sensibilities and the different cultural 
traditions, so as “‘purify worship from ugliness of style, from distasteful forms of 
expression, from uninspired musical texts which are not worthy of the great act that is 
being celebrated’, to guarantee dignity and excellence to liturgical compositions” (Saint 
John Paul II, Chirograph on Sacred Music, 22 November 2003, 3). 
 For all these reasons, the Council Fathers recommend promoting the formation 
and practice of sacred music “in seminaries, in the novitiates and houses of study of 
religious of both sexes, and also in other Catholic institutions and schools” (SC, 115), 
and ensuring that musicians and singers receive sound liturgical formation (cf. ibid.). 
 Dear brothers and sisters, the Fathers of the Church held liturgical singing in 
great esteem as a symbol of ecclesial communion. We can therefore conclude with these 
beautiful words of Saint Ignatius of Antioch: “Let each of you unite to become a choir, 
so that, harmonious in love and taking up the song of God in unison, you may sing with 
one voice through Jesus Christ to the Father, so that he may hear you and recognize, 
from the good works you perform, that you are members of his Son” (cf. Letter to the 
Ephesians, 4, 2). 



***************************************************************************************************
There have been some people who have purchased gas ticket numbers # 514 and 791, 
who returned  the wrong half of their tickets, so if they would be able to call the rectory 
and let Catherine, our secretary know, we would appreciate it. She can schedule a time 
for them to bring the other half of the ticket with their information on it over and take 
the half they need. 
****************************************************************************************************
2026 Wedding Anniversary Celebration Information - Bishop Mark Bartchak and the 
Family Life Office cordially invite all couples celebrating 1, 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35, 40, 
45, 50, 55, 60+ years of marriage in 2026 (and their families) to attend the Annual 
Wedding Anniversary Liturgy. Couples may attend Sunday, September 13 in 
ALTOONA at Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament or Sunday, September 20 in 
JOHNSTOWN at St. John Gualbert Cathedral. Both locations are handicap accessible. 
Liturgies in each location begin at 2:00 p.m. Most Rev. Bishop Mark will be the celebrant 
and homilist at each celebration. Refreshments/snacks will be available after the mass 
for anniversary couples and their families. Reservations must be made through your 
parish for either celebration by Friday, September 11th. 

If anyone is interested in attending, please call the rectory to either pick up or have the 
form mailed to you. 
****************************************************************************************************
Young Adult Group (18-39): We are welcoming Bishop Mark Bartchak as our next 
Theology on Tap on August 26th at the Boulevard Grill at 6pm. He will be speaking on 
125 Years as a Diocese and be doing a question and answer. Our group continues to 
grow every month with attendance ranging from 30 to over 50 members per month. All 
young adults (18-39) are invited! There is no cost to attend. For more information 
contact Geoffrey Stumpo at (814) 659-7415 or geoffstumpo@gmail.com.  

****************************************************************************************************
Visitation Parish Labor Day Gas Card Giveaway 

 On Labor Day Monday, September 7th, 2026, Visitation 
Parish will be chancing off a ticket for $500 of Sheetz Gasoline.  
The Winning number will be taken from the first three (straight) 
numbers drawn of the 7 PM official Pick 3 daily Pennsylvania 
Lottery.  If the winning ticket is not sold, the winner will be 
determined by a random drawing.  The cost of one ticket is $5, 
or 5 tickets may be purchased for $20.  Please support this 
fundraiser that is earmarked to assist with the budgetary deficit 
caused by the present lack of a renter for our school building.    

 Please be sure to turn in the half of the stub with your information filled out. If 
we have the other half and not have your contact information, we will not know who 
won nor have a way to contact you if your ticket number is chosen. 


