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Church of the Visitation
of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Rectory Phone: 536-6110

E-Mail: visitationjtown@dioceseaj.org
Website: www.visitationbvmchurch.com
Fax: 536-3709

Easter Sunday
Awpril 5th, 2026

MASS SCHEDULE

MONDAY - Monday within the Octave of Easter
NO MASS

TUESDAY - Tuesday within the Octave of Easter
NO MASS

WEDNESDAY - Wednesday within the Octave of Easter
NO MASS

THURSDAY - Thursday within the Octave of Easter
NO MASS

FRIDAY - Friday within the Octave of Easter
NO MASS

SATURDAY - Vigil Mass - Second Sunday of the
Octave of Easter

4:00 PM - Pro Populo

SUNDAY - Second Sunday of the Octave of Easter
(Alternatively—Divine Mercy Sunday)

9:00 AM - Mike, Pauline & Carol Ann Cleaver
(Req. by Ron Cleaver)

SANCTUARY CANDLE
Spiritual and Physical Health of Fr. John
Anonymous

1127 McKinley Avenue
Johnstown, PA 15905

Rev. John J. Slovikovski, PhD, Pastor
Mprs. Maureen Clark, DRE

Mprs. Kathleen Bumbernick, DMM

Mpr. David Kozak, Chairperson, PC

Ms. Catherine Bennett, Secretary

Mr. Joseph Martella, Vice-Chairperson, PC
Mr. Steve Myers, Chairperson, FC

Ms. Chris Houghton, Maintenance

Rectory Office Hours: Monday through
Friday, 9:00AM - 3:00PM

IN LOVING MEMORY: The Sanctuary Lamp is avail-
able for your intentions by calling the

parish office. Please attempt to request your inten-
tions as early as possible. A $10 donation is sug-
gested.

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE: Confessions are heard
from 6:30 until 7:00 PM on Wednesday Evenings.
CONFESSIONS WILL BE HEARD FROM 3:00 PM until
3:40 PM THE FIRST SATURDAY OF EVERY MONTH.
Confession may ALWAYS be arranged with Fr. John

personally by calling the rectory office. Please

avail yourselves to this life-giving sacrament!
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: Scheduled no less

than nine months prior to the date of marriage.
Four preparation sessions with the pastor, as well as
all diocesan requirements, must be met. All Cath-
olic candidates for Marriage must be registered,
practicing members of a parish at least 6 months
prior o scheduling the wedding. THERE ARE NO EX-
CEPTIONS.

INFANT BAPTISM: Baptisms are generally celebrat-
ed during one of the Sunday Liturgies. Pre-
baptismal instructions must be completed by the
parents at least 3 weeks prior to the celebration of
the sacrament. Catholic godparents must obtain
a letter of eligibility from their pastors four weeks in
advance. Baptisms are never celebrated during
the Season of Lent.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Celebrated after any
Sunday Mass as requested and as a parish during
the Easter Season.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: Every Wednesday and
Friday following Mass.

MEMBERSHIP: Forms are located on the back
page of the bulletin (or on the parish website) to
be filled out and sent to the parish. Registrations
are also welcome by phone.




$$ INCOME $$%$
Collection - March 29, 2026

LOOSE MONEY......cviiiieiiieeieeeeeee e $332.00
Sunday Collection..............cccoeeveiiniiiiinnnnn, $2857.00
Easter Offering.........cccoovvviiiiiiiiiiiiieen $30.00
Easter Flowers..........ccooiviiiiiiiiiiineen, $825.00
Holy Thursday...........cocovviiiiiiiiiiiieieen $22.00
Good Friday.......cccoeiiiiiiiiiii $32.00
TOTAL: $4098.00
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Let us continue to pray for the members of our parish
community who serve in the military, as well as for the
sick, elderly and homebound members of our parish

especially:

Anonymous Petitioners, Pat Balagusz, John Bair, Ralph Blair,

David Clark, Ronald Cleaver, Dolores Danner, Dorothy Fish-
er, Barbara Fox, Paul Harnish, Catherine Heinlein, Mary

Carol Hill and children, Donna Johnson, Gianna Kniss, Karen

Kohan, Betsy Konar, Marylee Konicky, Madeleine Krueger,
Dick Krumenacker, Gaile Krumenacker, Victoria Leflie, Mi-
chael Letzo, Joanne Macri, Patricia Mainhart, Marianne
Mangiafico, Pat Meagher, Myla Minner, Pauline Molchany,

Larry Oravetz, Anna Petro, Francis Petro, Jean Petroro, Ma-

ria Petro-Sanders, Mia Bella Rastall, Stacy Roberts, Sean
Rovan, Stephen Sanders, Jennifer Schellhammer, Rose Sigg,
Allegra Slick, Father John Slovikovski, Shirley Slovikovski,
Ken Turner, Megan Varmecky, Carrie Young

* *%k% *k% k%% *%k% *%k% *

Please join us in remembering members of our

parish family who celebrate their birthdays the

week of April 6th to April 12th:
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May God give you the strength and
wisdom to smoothly surmount all
the challenges life brings you. Stay
blessed and enjoy your day to the
fullest.
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Deb Cowan
Joann Daly
Donna Rzasa

Walter Marano
John George
Sydney Podrebarac

Basket Party Information - On April

11th and April 12th, we will be having

our second annual walk-through basket \\‘ FI/

party in the school gymnasium. Gift M

cards, lottery tickets and spirits are also

greatly appreciated. If anyone is still ?,\?)&,} “‘¢,
i

interested in volunteering, you may

reach out to Gaile Krumenacker @ (814)
Purses & Prizes: A Bingo Ex-
travaganza with Birthright of

255-5697 to let her know.

Johnstown - Join Birthright for a
night of fun and a little luck at
the Purses and Prizes Bingo
Night. 15 rounds of the classic
game, high end raffle prizes,
new special games and a Plinko
board. There are plenty of op-
portunities to win! It will be held on May 7th, 2026 at the Wil-
low. Doors will open at 4:30 PM and dinner will be at 5:30 PM.
Games start at 6:30 PM and the ticket price is $50.00. You can
call Birthright at 814-535-8231 or go online at https://
www.zeffy.com/en-US/ ticketing /2026-purses-and-prizes-a-
bingo-extravaganza-with-birthright-of-johnstown to purchase
your tickets. Space is limited, so please call or go online to re-
serve your seat today!
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The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you
are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; he has risen,
just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. Then go quickly
and tell his disciples: "He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of
you into Galilee. There you will see him.” Now I have told you.” So

the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and
ran to tell his disciples. ~ Matthew 28:5-8

From Pontiff to Pew:

During this past Sunday we celebrated Palm Sunday
also know as the Passion of the Lord. Pope Leo XIV offered the
following homily for Palm Sunday in its entirety:

Dear brothers and sisters,

As Jesus walks the Way of the Cross, we place ourselves
behind him, following in his footsteps. As we walk with him, we
contemplate his passion for the sake of humanity, his broken
heart, and his life as a gift of love.

We turn our gaze to Jesus, who reveals himself as King of
Peace, even as war looms around him. He remains steadfast in
meekness, while others are stirring up violence. He offers him-
self to embrace humanity, even as others raise swords and clubs.
He is the light of the world, though darkness is about to engulf
the earth. He came to bring life, even as plans unfold to con-
demn him to death.

King of Peace. Jesus’ desire is to bring the world into the
Father’s arms, tearing down every barrier that separates us from
God and from our neighbor, for “He is our peace” (Eph 2:14).

King of Peace. Jesus enters into Jerusalem not upon a
horse, but upon a donkey, fulfilling the ancient prophecy that
calls for rejoicing at the arrival of the Messiah: “Lo, your king
comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and rid-
ing on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. He will cut off
the chariot from Ephraim and the war-horse from Jerusalem;
and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall command peace
to the nations” (Zech 9:9-10).

King of Peace. When one of his disciples drew his sword
to defend him and struck the high priest’s servant, Jesus imme-
diately stopped him, saying: “Put your sword back into its place,
for all who take the sword will perish by the sword” (Mt 26:52).

King of Peace. While he was burdened with our suffer-
ings and pierced for our sins, Jesus “did not open his mouth,
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that be-
fore its shearers is silent” (Is 53:7). He did not arm himself, or
defend himself, or fight any war. He revealed the gentle face of
God, who always rejects violence. Rather than saving himself, he
allowed himself to be nailed to the cross, embracing every cross
borne in every time and place throughout human history.

Brothers and sisters, this is our God: Jesus, King of Peace,
who rejects war, whom no one can use to justify war. He does
not listen to the prayers of those who wage war, but rejects
them, saying: “Even though you make many prayers, I will not
listen: your hands are full of blood” (Is 1:15).

As we set our gaze upon him who was crucified for us,
we can see a crucified humanity. In his wounds, we see the
hurts of so many women and men today. In his last cry to the
Father, we hear the weeping of those who are crushed, who
have no hope, who are sick and who are alone. Above all, we
hear the painful groans of all those who are oppressed by vio-
lence and are victims of war.

Christ, King of Peace, cries out again from his cross: God
is love! Have mercy! Lay down your weapons! Remember that
you are brothers and sisters!

In the words of the Servant of God, Bishop Tonino Bello,
I would like to entrust this cry to Mary Most Holy, who stands
beneath the cross of her Son and weeps also at the feet of those
who are crucified today:

“Holy Mary, woman of the third day, grant us the cer-
tainty that, in spite of all, death will no longer hold sway over

us; that the injustices of peoples are numbered; that the
flashes of war are fading into the twilight; that the suffer-
ings of the poor are breathing their last. And grant, finally,
that the tears of all the victims of violence and pain will
soon be dried up like frost beneath the spring sun” (Maria,
donna dei nostri giorni).

In his weekly Wednesday Audience, Pope Leo
continued his exploration of the Conciliar Constitu-
tion Lumen gentium, the dogmatic Constitution on the
Church, The Documents of Vatican Council I, Dogmatic
Constitution Lumen gentium. 6. Living stones in the
Church and witnesses in the world: the laity in the People
of God" Here is the Wednesday Audience in its entirety:
Brothers and sisters, good morning!

Let us continue on our path of reflection on the
Church as she is presented to us in the Conciliar Constitu-
tion Lumen gentium (LG). Today we will look at the fourth
chapter, which deals with the laity. Let us all remember
what Pope Francis liked to repeat: “Lay people are, put
simply, the vast majority of the people of God. The minori-
ty - ordained ministers - are at their service” (Apostolic
Exhortation Evangelii gaudium, 102).

This section of the Document seeks to explain, in
positive terms, the nature and mission of the laity, after
centuries in which they had been defined simply as those
who are not part of the clergy or the consecrated life. For
this reason, I would like to revisit with you a very beautiful
passage that speaks to the greatness of the Christian condi-
tion: “Therefore, the chosen People of God is one: “one
Lord, one faith, one baptism’ (Eph 4:5); sharing a common
dignity as members from their regeneration in Christ, hav-
ing the same filial grace and the same vocation to perfec-
tion; possessing in common one salvation, one hope and
one undivided charity” (LG, 32).

Before any distinction of ministry or state of
life, the Council affirms the equality of all the baptized. The
Constitution does not want us to forget what it had already
affirmed in the chapter on the People of God, namely that
the condition of the messianic people is the dignity and
freedom of the children of God (cf. LG, 9).

Naturally, the greater the gift, the greater the com-
mitment too. For this reason, the Council, along with digni-
ty, also emphasizes the mission of the laity in the Church
and in the world. But on what is this mission founded, and
in what does it consist? The very description of the laity
offered by the Council tells us: “The term laity is here un-
derstood to mean all the faithful... [who] are by baptism
made one body with Christ and are constituted among the
People of God; they are in their own way made sharers in
the priestly, prophetical, and kingly functions of Christ;
and they carry out for their own part the mission of the
whole Christian people in the Church and in the
world” (LG, 31).

The holy People of God, therefore, is never a form-
less mass, but the body of Christ or, as Saint Augustine
said, the Christus totus; it is a community organically
structured by means of the fruitful relationship between
the two forms of participation in the priesthood of Christ:
the common priesthood of the faithful and the ministerial

(continued on insert)



