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The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

September 14th, 2025 

MASS SCHEDULE                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

MONDAY -  Our Lady of Sorrows 

           NO MASS 

 

TUESDAY -    Saints Cornelius, Pope and Cyprian,  

           Bishop, Martyrs 

           NO MASS 

 

WEDNESDAY - Weekday in Ordinary Time 

    NO MASS 

 

THURSDAY -   Weekday in Ordinary Time 

  NO MASS 

 

FRIDAY -      Weekday in Ordinary Time 

           NO MASS 

 

SATURDAY -   Saints Andrew Tae-gon, Priest and  

  Paul Chong Ha-sang, and Companions, 

  Martyrs  

4:00 PM -     Pro Populo 

 

SUNDAY -    25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9:00 AM -     Patricia Czyrnik 

           (Req. by Joseph Czyrnik) 
 

 

SANCTUARY CANDLE             

Fr. John—Personal Intention 
 
 

PLEASE note that Fr. John will be away from September 
13th through September 21st for vacation (This is not related 
to his medical condition).  Please call the rectory for any ur-

gent assistance needed and the secretary will assist you.   

 
 

The daily readings may be found at either USCCB.ORG 
or with the  daily readings listed in the back of the mis-
salette. 

 

IN LOVING MEMORY:  The Sanctuary Lamp is avail-

able for your intentions by calling the 

parish office. Please attempt to request your inten-

tions as early as possible.  A $10 donation is sug-

gested. 
SACRAMENT OF PENANCE: Confessions are heard 

from 6:30 until 7:00 PM on Wednesday Evenings.  

DURING THE JUBILEE YEAR, CONFESSIONS WILL BE 

HEARD FROM 3:00 PM until 3:40 PM THE FIRST SATUR-

DAY OF EVERY MONTH. Confession may ALWAYS 

be arranged with Fr. John personally by calling the 

rectory office. Please avail yourselves to this life-

giving sacrament!   

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE:  Scheduled no less 

than nine months prior to the date of marriage. 

Four preparation sessions with the pastor, as well as 

all diocesan requirements, must be met.  All Cath-
olic candidates for Marriage must be registered, 

practicing members of a parish at least 6 months 

prior to scheduling the wedding. THERE ARE NO EX-

CEPTIONS.   

INFANT BAPTISM: Baptisms are generally celebrat-

ed during one of the Sunday Liturgies. Pre-

baptismal instructions must be completed by the 

parents at least 3 weeks prior to the celebration of 

the sacrament.  Catholic godparents must obtain 

a letter of eligibility from their pastors four weeks in 

advance. Baptisms are never celebrated during 

the Season of Lent.  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Celebrated after any 

Sunday Mass as requested and as a parish during 

the Easter Season. 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:  Every Wednesday and 

Friday following Mass.   

MEMBERSHIP:  Forms are located on the back 

page of the bulletin (or on the parish website) to 

be filled out and sent to the parish.  Registrations 

are also welcome by phone. 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 



            $$ INCOME $$$ 
                 Collection -  September 7, 2025  

 

Loose Money………….………………………….$377.00 

Sunday Collection…..………..………………...$3256.00 

Assumption………………………………………...$25.00 

Catholic University………………………………….$5.00 

Retired Priests Medical…………………………...$10.00 

Votive Candles…………………………………….$78.00 

St. Peregrine……………………………………….$38.00 

Perquisites - Czerak Funeral…………………...$150.00 

Learning Lamp Rent - Sept……………………$3800.00 

Parking Lot Rent…………………………………$265.00 

 

 

 
                                              TOTAL:         $8004.00 
 
 
***********************************************************                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Let us continue to pray for the members of our parish 
community who serve in the  military, as well as for the 
sick, elderly and homebound members of our  parish 
especially:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Anonymous Petitioners, Pat Balagusz, John Bair, Ralph Blair, 
David Clark, Ronald Cleaver, Dolores Danner, Francis Dietz, 
Dorothy Fisher, Barbara Fox,  Paul Harnish, Catherine 
Heinlein,  Mary Carol Hill and children, Donna Johnson, 
Gianna Kniss, Karen Kohan, Betsy Konar, Marylee Konicky, 
Madeleine Krueger, Dick Krumenacker, Gaile Krumenacker,  
Victoria Leflie, Michael Letzo, Joanne Macri, Patricia Main-
hart,  Marianne Mangiafico,  Pat Meagher, Myla Minner, 
Pauline Molchany, Lori Nixon,  Larry Oravetz, Anna Petro, 
Francis Petro,  Jean Petroro, Maria Petro-Sanders, Mia Bella 
Rastall, Stacy Roberts, Sean Rovan, Stephen Sanders,  Jennifer 
Schellhammer, Rose Sigg, Allegra Slick, Father John Slovikov-
ski, Shirley Slovikovski, Ken Turner,  Megan Varmecky, 
Christi Vavrek, Carrie Young      
*****************************************************************
Please join us in remembering members of our 

parish family who celebrate their birthdays the 
week of September 15th to September 21st:                                 

    

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Anthony Marano         Susan Pappas 
Terrie Rovan        Matthew Turner 
Amelda Bubalo            Reggie Kohan 
      Eileen Winski 

For the Good of the Vineyard and Our Particular Part of it:              
**************************************************************************
Jubilee Choir Rehearsal - There will be two Jubilee choir rehears-
als for the October 17th Jubilee Basilica mass on Monday, Sep-
tember 15th and Monday, September 29th from 7:00 PM until 9:00 
PM at Visitation Parish. To anyone who is taking part in this 
wonderful, once in a lifetime opportunity, please make sure to 
mark your calendars so that you will be able to attend the prac-
tice. 

*************************************************************************
SERIOUSLY CONSIDER SOME EXTRA TIME 
WITH THE LORD THIS WEEK.  We pray the rosary every 

Saturday evening at approximately 3:30 PM 
prior to Mass as well as every Tuesday at 6:00 
PM. On Wednesdays, Mass is celebrated at 
5:30 PM  followed by Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament until 6:30 PM.  Adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament also occurs on Fri-
day following the 12:05 PM Mass until 1:30 

PM. We also pray the litany of St. Joseph since Wednesday is 
dedicated to him as the patron of the Universal Church. Re-
member the parish intention for the rosary is for Fr. John’s 
health, however, personal intentions for the 
Rosary and adoration are your own.  BOTH 
OF THESE PRACTICES HAVE THE 
POTENTIAL TO CHANGE YOUR 
LIFE !! A VISITATION WITH OUR  LORD 
PRESENT IN THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
IS NEARLY A PERFECT FORM OF PRAY-
ER AND CAN HELP YOU TO BELIEVE 
THAT WITH GOD ALL THINGS ARE 
POSSIBLE!!!        

**************************************************************************
STEELER TICKET LOTTERY - Once again our Church has been 
blessed, through the generosity of a parishioner, to offer chances 
to a Steelers game:  Steelers vs. the Cleveland Browns at 1:00 PM 
on Sunday October 12th, 2025 at Acrisure Stadium.  Chances cost 
$10 each and include seating for 4 persons at the game.  Seats are 
located on the 40-yard line, ten rows up from the field.  Package 
includes transportation to the game by way of the Steeler bus, 
and $200 of mad money. The winners are determined by the PA 
Lottery 7:00 PM drawing of the Pick 3 on October 3rd. Those who 
have either the number below or the number above the winning 
number will receive $100 each. Tickets continue to be available 
for purchase in the main vestibule of the Church before or after 
weekend Masses or by calling the rectory office.  We would also 

appreciate anyone who is willing to take 
tickets to sell.  Thank you for your support 
of this important fundraiser.  This has the 
opportunity for being the easiest fundraiser 
of the calendar year—PLEASE CONSIDER 
HELPING US TO RAISE MUCH NEEDED 
FUNDS BY PURCHASING AND / OR 
SELLING A TICKET OR TWO!! 

************************************************************************** 

Turkey Raffle 2025 - There will be a Turkey Raffle meeting on 

September 23rd at 6:30 PM in the school cafeteria. Anyone who is 

interested in helping out with planning or volunteering are more 

than welcome to attend. The annual Turkey Raffle will be held on 

Saturday, November 15th and more details will come in future 

bulletins. 

From Pontiff to Pew:   
 Since last Sunday, we had the canonization of the first 
saint of the third Christian Millenium, I thought that it would be 
appropriate to publish the homily from the canonization Mass of 
Saints Pier Giorgio Frassati and Carlos Acutis: 
Dear brothers and sisters, 
 In the first reading, we heard a question: [Lord,] “who 
has learned your counsel, unless you have given wisdom and 
sent your holy spirit from on high?” (Wis 9:17). This question 
comes after two young Blesseds, Pier Giorgio Frassati and Carlo 
Acutis, were proclaimed saints, and this is providential because 
in the Book of Wisdom, this question is attributed to a young man 
like them: King Solomon. Upon the death of his father David, he 
realized that he had many things: power, wealth, health, youth, 
beauty, and the entire kingdom. It was precisely this great abun-
dance of resources that raised a question in his heart: “What must 
I do so that nothing is lost?” Solomon understood that the only 
way to find an answer was to ask God for an even greater gift, 
that of his wisdom, so that he might know God’s plans and follow 
them faithfully. He realized, in fact, that only in this way would 
everything find its place in the Lord’s great plan. Yes, because the 
greatest risk in life is to waste it outside of God’s plan. 
 Jesus, too, in the Gospel, speaks to us of a plan to which 
we must commit wholeheartedly. He says: “Whoever does not 
carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple” (Lk 14:27); 
and again: “none of you can become my disciple if you do not 
give up all your possessions” (v. 33). He calls us to abandon our-
selves without hesitation to the adventure that he offers us, with 
the intelligence and strength that comes from his Spirit, that we 
can receive to the extent that we empty ourselves of the things 
and ideas to which we are attached, in order to listen to his word. 
 Many young people, over the centuries, have had to face 
this crossroad in their lives. Think of Saint Francis of Assisi, like 
Solomon, he too was young and rich, thirsty for glory and fame. 
That is why he went to war, hoping to be knighted and adorned 
with honors. But Jesus appeared to him along the way and asked 
him to reflect on what he was doing. Coming to his senses, he 
asked  God a simple question: “Lord, what do you want me to 
do?” (Legend of the Three Companions, cap. II: Fonti Frances-
cane, 1401). From there, he changed his life and began to write a 
different story: the wonderful story of holiness that we all know, 
stripping himself of everything to follow the Lord (cf. Lk 14:33), 
living in poverty and preferring the love of his brothers and sis-
ters, especially the weakest and smallest, to his father’s gold, sil-
ver and precious fabrics. 
 How many similar saints we could recall! Sometimes we 
portray them as great figures, forgetting that for them it all began 
when, while still young, they said “yes” to God and gave them-
selves to him completely, keeping nothing for themselves. Saint 
Augustine recounts that, in the “tortuous and tangled knot” of his 
life, a voice deep within him said: “I want you” (Confessions, II, 
10,18). God gave him a new direction, a new path, a new reason, 
in which nothing of his life was lost. 
 In this setting, today we look to Saint Pier Giorgio Fras-
sati and Saint Carlo Acutis: a young man from the early 20th cen-
tury and a teenager from our own day, both in love with Jesus 
and ready to give everything for him. 
 Pier Giorgio encountered the Lord through school and 
church groups — Catholic Action, the Conferences of Saint Vin-
cent, the FUCI (Italian Catholic University Federation), the Do-
minican Third Order — and he bore witness to God with his joy 
of living  

and of being a Christian in prayer, friendship and charity. 
This was so evident that seeing him walking the streets of 
Turin with carts full of supplies for the poor, his friends re-
named him “Frassati Impresa Trasporti” (Frassati Transport 
Company)! Even today, Pier Giorgio’s life is a beacon for lay 
spirituality. For him, faith was not a private devotion, but it 
was driven by the power of the Gospel and his membership 
in ecclesial associations. He was also generously committed 
to society, contributed to political life and devoted himself 
ardently to the service of the poor. 
 Carlo, for his part, encountered Jesus in his family, 
thanks to his parents, Andrea and Antonia — who are here 
today with his two siblings, Francesca and Michele — and 
then at school, and above all in the sacraments celebrated in 
the parish community. He grew up naturally integrating 
prayer, sport, study and charity into his days as a child and 
young man. 
Both Pier Giorgio and Carlo cultivated their love for God 
and for their brothers and sisters through simple acts, avail-
able to everyone: daily Mass, prayer, and especially Eucha-
ristic Adoration. Carlo used to say: “In front of the sun, you 
get a tan. In front of the Eucharist, you become a saint!” And 
again: “Sadness is looking at yourself; happiness is looking 
at God. Conversion is nothing more than shifting your gaze 
from below to above; a simple movement of the eyes is 
enough.” Another essential practice for them was frequent 
Confession. Carlo wrote: “The only thing we really have to 
fear is sin;” and he marveled because — in his own words 
— “people are so concerned with the beauty of their bodies 
and do not care about the beauty of their souls.” Finally, 
both had a great devotion to the saints and to the Virgin 
Mary, and they practiced charity generously. Pier Giorgio 
said: “Around the poor and the sick, I see a light that we do 
not have” (Nicola Gori, Al prezzo della vita: L’Osservatore 
romano, 11 February 2021). He called charity “the founda-
tion of our religion” and, like Carlo, he practiced it above all 
through small, concrete gestures, often hidden, living what 
Pope Francis called “a holiness found in our next-door 
neighbors” (Apostolic Exhortation Gaudete et Exsultate, 7). 
Even when illness struck them and cut short their young 
lives, not even this stopped them nor prevented them from 
loving, offering themselves to God, blessing him and pray-
ing to him for themselves and for everyone. One day Pier 
Giorgio said: “The day of my death will be the most beauti-
ful day of my life” (Irene Funghi, I giovani assieme a Fras-
sati: un compagno nei nostri cammini tortuosi: Avvenire, 2 
agosto 2025). In his last photo, which shows him climbing a 
mountain in the Val di Lanzo, with his face turned towards 
his goal, he wrote: “Upwards” (Ibid). Moreover, Carlo, who 
was even younger than Pier Giorgio, loved to say that heav-
en has always been waiting for us, and that to love tomor-
row is to give the best of our fruit today. 
 Dear friends, Saints Pier Giorgio Frassati and Carlo 
Acutis are an invitation to all of us, especially young people, 
not to squander our lives, but to direct them upwards and 
make them masterpieces. They encourage us with their 
words: “Not I, but God,” as Carlo used to say. And Pier 
Giorgio: “If you have God at the center of all your actions, 
then you will reach the end.” This is the simple but winning 
formula of their holiness. It is also the type of witness we are 
called to follow, in order to enjoy life to the full and meet the 
Lord in the feast of heaven. 


