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VisSITATION PARISH MEMBERSHIP FORM
NAME PHONE
ADDRESS
City Zip
Check One: [_] NewRegistration  [_]Change of Address  [_] Moving Out of Parish ] WantEnvelopes

Please drop Membership Form into the offertory basket or mail to Rectory. 814-536-6110

Church of the Visitation

of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Rectory Phone: 536-6110

E-Mail: visitationjtown@dioceseaj.org
Website: www.visitationbvmchurch.com
Fax: 536-3709

20th Sunday in Ordinary Time

August 17th, 2025

MONDAY - Weekday in Ordinary Time
BMHS Faculty

8:00 AM -

12:05 PM -

TUESDAY -
12:05 PM -

WEDNESDAY - St. Bernard, Abbot and Doctor

5:30 PM -

THURSDAY -
12:05 PM -

FRIDAY -

SATURDAY - Vigil of 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time

4:00 PM -

5:30 PM -
(VPM)

SUNDAY -
9:00 AM -

Spiritual and Temporal Welfare of

MASS SCHEDULE

Randy Houghton
(Req. by Family)

Weekday in Ordinary Time

Barry Mills
(Req. by Mary Delusa)

*Rescheduled from 7-24-25%

of the Church
Dr. Larry Rutledge
(Req. by wife Barbara)

*Rescheduled from 7-29-25*
Followed by Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Saint Pius, X, Pope
John Slovikovski Sr.

(Req. by Ray & Sue Lombardi)
*Rescheduled from 8-1-25%

The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary
NO MASS

Barbara Bogovich
(Req. by Cathy Fuska)

Anna Marie Pfeil
(Req. by Margie Blough)

*Rescheduled from 7-26-25%

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
Pro Populo

SANCTUARY CANDLE

Fr. John J. Slovikovski

1127 McKinley Avenue
Johnstown, PA 15905

Rev. John J. Slovikovski, PhD, Pastor
Mprs. Maureen Clark, DRE

Mprs. Kathleen Bumbernick, DMM
Mpr. David Kozak, Chairperson, PC

‘ Ms. Catherine Bennett, Secretary
Mpr. Joseph Martella, Vice-Chairperson, PC
Mr. Steve Myers, Chairperson, FC
Ms. Chris Houghton, Maintenance

Rectory Office Hours: Monday through
Friday, 9:004AM - 3:00PM

IN LOVING MEMORY: The Sanctuary Lamp is avail-
able for your intentions by calling the

parish office. Please attempt to request your inten-
tions as early as possible. A $10 donation is sug-
gested.

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE: Confessions are heard
from 6:30 until 7:00 PM on Wednesday Evenings.
DURING THE JUBILEE YEAR, CONFESSIONS WILL BE
HEARD FROM 3:00 PM until 3:40 PM THE FIRST SATUR-
DAY OF EVERY MONTH. Confession may ALWAYS

be arranged with Fr. John personally by calling the
rectory office. Please avail yourselves to this life-

giving sacrament!
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: Scheduled no less

than nine months prior to the date of marriage.
Four preparation sessions with the pastor, as well as
all diocesan requirements, must be met. All Cath-
olic candidates for Marriage must be registered,
practicing members of a parish at least 6 months
prior o scheduling the wedding. There are NO EX-
CEPTIONS.

INFANT BAPTISM: Baptisms are generally celebrat-
ed during one of the Sunday Liturgies. Pre-
baptismal instructions must be completed by the
parents at least 3 weeks prior to the celebration of
the sacrament. Catholic godparents must obtain
a letter of eligibility from their pastors four weeks in
advance. Baptisms are never celebrated during
the Season of Lent.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Celebrated after any
Sunday Mass as requested and as a parish during
the Easter Season.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: Every Wednesday and
Friday following Mass.

MEMBERSHIP: Forms are located on the back

page of the bulletin (or on the parish website) to
be filled out and sent to the parish. Registrations
are also welcome by phone.



$$ INCOME $$%$
Collection - Augqust 10, 2025

Loose MONEY......ceouiiiiiiiiiii e
Sunday Collection.............cccoiiiiiiiiinne.
Votive Candles..........coooiiiiiiiiiiii
St. Peregrine. ..o

Apartment Rent - August.............cocooeiinn $625.00
Parking LotRent...............oooooiiiiiiiiin . $140.00
TOTAL: $3720.00
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Let us continue to pray for the members of our parish

For the Good of the Vineyard and Our Particular Part of it:

From Pontiff to Pew:

B R T

CONSIDER SOME EXTRA TIME WITH
THE LORD THIS WEEK. We pray the ro-
sary every Saturday evening at approximately

y 3:30 PM prior to Mass as well as every Tuesday
at 6:00 PM. On Wednesdays, Mass is celebrated
at 5:30 PM followed by Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament until 6:30 PM. Adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament also occurs on Friday following the 12:05
PM Mass until 1:30 PM. We also pray the litany of St. Joseph
since Wednesday is dedicated to him as the patron of the Uni-
versal Church. Remember the parish intention for the rosary is
for Fr. John’s health, however, personal intentions for the Ro-
sary and adoration are your own. BOTH OF
THESE PRACTICES HAVE THE POTEN-
TIAL TO CHANGE YOUR LIFE !! A VISIT-
ATION WITH OUR LORD PRESENTIN |
THE BLESSED SACRAMENT IS NEARLY A

community who serve in the military, as well as for the
sick, elderly and homebound members of our parish
especially:

Anonymous Petitioners, Pat Balagusz, John Bair, Ralph Blair,
David Clark, Ronald Cleaver, Dolores Danner, Francis Dietz,
Dorothy Fisher, Barbara Fox, Paul Harnish, Catherine
Heinlein, Mary Carol Hill and children, Donna Johnson,
Gianna Kniss, Karen Kohan, Betsy Konar, Marylee Konicky,
Madeleine Krueger, Dick Krumenacker, Gaile Krumenacker,
Victoria Leflie, Michael Letzo, Joanne Macri, Patricia Main-
hart, Marianne Mangiafico, Pat Meagher, Myla Minner,
Pauline Molchany, Lori Nixon, Larry Oravetz, Anna Petro,
Francis Petro, Jean Petroro, Maria Petro-Sanders, Mia Bella

Rastall, Stacy Roberts, Sean Rovan, Stephen Sanders, Jennifer

Schellhammer, Rose Sigg, Allegra Slick, Father John Slovikov-
ski, Shirley Slovikovski, Ken Turner, Megan Varmecky,

Christi Vavrek, Carrie Young

*x% *x* *% *x* *x%k *x%k * *

Please join us in remembering members of our

parish family who celebrate their birthdays the

week of August 18th to August 24th:

Barbara Fox
Izaak Nagle
Kimberly George
Linda Petak

Cathy Fuska
Peggy Stahr
Ashley Strack
Barbara Harshberger
Mia Rastall

PERFECT FORM OF PRAYER AND CAN
HELP YOU TO BELIEVE THAT WITH
GOD ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE!!!

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

STEELER TICKET LOTTERY - Once again

our Church has been blessed, through the

generosity of a parishioner, to offer chances

to a Steelers game: Steelers vs. the Cleve-

land Browns at 1:00 PM on Sunday October

12th, 2025 at Acrisure Stadium. Chances

cost $10 each and include seating for 4 per-

sons at the game. Seats are located on the

40-yard line, ten rows up from the field. Package includes trans-
portation to the game by way of the Steeler bus, and $200 of mad
money. The winners are determined by the PA Lottery 7:00 PM
drawing of the Pick 3 on October 3rd. Those who have either the
number below or the number above the winning number will
receive $100 each. Tickets continue to be available for purchase in
the main vestibule of the Church before or after weekend Masses
or by calling the rectory office. We would also appreciate any-
one who is willing to take tickets to sell. Thank you for your
support of this important fundraiser. This has the opportunity
for being the easiest fundraiser of the calendar year — PLEASE
CONSIDER HELPING US TO RAISE MUCH NEEDED
FUNDS BY PURCHASING AND/OR SELLING A TICKET
OR TWO!!

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

ETHNIC FEST - Labor Day weekend is only three weeks away
and with it our participation in the Annual Johnstown Ethnic
Fest. Asyou know, this is one of our major fundraisers through-
out the year, and our success allows us to meet our annual budg-
etary needs. We continue to be in desperate need of volunteers to
help with our booth (sign-up sheets are in the main vestibule of
the Church) and to assist with making Jello shots on Wednesday,
August 20 @ 10:00AM. Finally, we will have our third annual
scheduled second collection next weekend (Aug. 16/17) to help
defray some of the cost associated with the event. Thank you for
your willingness to participate in this important fundraiser in any
way.

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa
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PARISH FINANCE COUNCIL MEETING: There will be a
meeting of the Parish Finance Council on Monday August 25th at
6:00 PM in the Elizabethan Suite. All members should make eve-
ry effort to attend.

The following is Pope Leo’s Angelus Message from last Sun-
day:

In today’s Gospel Jesus invites us to consider how we will
invest the treasure that is our life (cf. Lk 12:32-48). He says: “Sell
your possessions and give alms” (v. 33). He exhorts us not to keep to
ourselves the gifts that God has given us, but rather to use them gen-
erously for the good of others, especially those most in need of our
help. It is not simply a matter of sharing the material goods we have,
but putting our skills, time, love, presence and compassion at the
service of others. In short, everything in God’s plan that makes each
of us a priceless and unrepeatable good, a living and breathing asset,
must be cultivated and invested in order to grow. Otherwise, these
gifts dry up and diminish in value, or they end up being taken away
by those, who like thieves, snatch them up as something simply to be
consumed. The gift of God that we are is not made to be used in such
a manner. We need space, freedom and relationships in order to come
to fulfillment and express ourselves. We need love, which alone
transforms and ennobles every aspect of our existence, making us
more and more like God. It is not by chance that Jesus pronounces
these words while he is on the road to Jerusalem, where he will offer
himself on the cross for our salvation. The works of mercy are the
most secure and profitable bank where we can entrust the treasure of
our existence, because there, as the Gospel teaches us, with “two
small copper coins” even the poor widow becomes the richest person
in the world (cf. Mk 12:41-44). In this regard, Saint Augustine says:
“If you gave a pound of coppers and received a pound of silver, or a
pound of silver and received one of gold, you would be delighted at
your luck. What you give will certainly be transformed; it isn’t gold,
it isn’t silver, but eternal life that will come your way” (Sermon 390,
2, PL 39, 1706). And he explains why: “It will be transformed, be-
cause you yourself will be transformed” (ibid).

To understand what he means by this, we can think of a
mother who embraces her children: is she not the most beautiful and
richest person in the world? Or a boyfriend and girlfriend, when
they are together: do they not feel like king and queen? We could
think of many other examples. Therefore, wherever we are, in the
family, parish, school or workplace, we should try not to miss any
opportunity to act with love. This is the type of vigilance that Jesus
asks of us: to grow in the habit of being attentive, ready and sensitive
to one another, just as he is with us in every moment.

Sisters and brothers, let us entrust to Mary this desire and
responsibility: may she, the Morning Star, help us to be the
“watchmen” of mercy and peace in a world marked by many divi-
sions. Saint John Paul 1I taught us this (cf. Vigil of Prayer for the
15th World Youth Day, 19 August 2000). And in a beautiful way,
so did the young people who came to Rome for the Jubilee.

Pope Leo XIV'’s Wednesday Audience reflected upon Jesus’
steps in the final days of his life; in particular he considered an inti-
mate, dramatic, yet also profoundly true scene: the moment at which,
during the Passover supper, Jesus reveals that one of the Twelve is
about to betray him: “Amen, I say to you, one of you will betray me,
one who is eating with me” (Mk 14:18). Strong words. Jesus does
not utter them to condemn, but to show how love, when it is true,
cannot do without the truth. The room on the upper floor suddenly
filled with a painful silence, made up of questions, suspicions, vul-
nerability. It is a pain we too know well, when the shadow of betray-
al is cast over the closest relationships. And yet, the way in which

Jesus speaks about what is about to happen is surprising. He
does not raise his voice nor point his finger, nor utter the name
of Judas (this is critically important). He speaks in such a way
that each one can ask himself the question. And this is exactly
what happens. Saint Mark tells us: “They began to be dis-
tressed and to say to him, one by one, ‘Surely it is not 1?"” (Mk
14:19).Dear friends, this question — “Surely it is not I?” - is
perhaps among the sincerest that we can ask ourselves. It is not
the question of the innocent, but of the disciple who discovers
himself to be fragile. It is not the cry of the guilty, but the whis-
per of him who, while wanting to love, is aware of being able to
do harm. It is in this awareness that the journey of salvation
begins.

Jesus doesn’t denounce in order to humiliate. He tells
the truth because he wants to save. And to be saved, it’s neces-
sary to feel: to feel that one is involved, to feel that one is be-
loved despite everything, to feel that evil is real but that it does
not have the last word. Only those who have known the truth
of a deep love can also accept the wound of betrayal.

The disciples’ reaction is not anger, but sadness. They
are not indignant, they are sorrowful. It is a pain that arises
from the real possibility of being involved. And precisely this
sorrow, if welcomed with sincerity, becomes a place for conver-
sion. The Gospel does not teach us to deny evil, but to recog-
nize it as a painful opportunity for rebirth.

Jesus then adds a phrase that troubles us and makes us
think. “But woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is be-
trayed. It would be better for that man if he had never been
born” (Mk 14:21). They are harsh words, certainly, but they
must be understood well: it is not a curse, but rather a cry of
pain. In Greek, that “woe” sounds like a lamentation, an
“alas”, an exclamation of sincere and deep compassion. We're
used to judging. Instead, God accepts suffering. When he sees
evil, he does not avenge it but grieves. And that “better if he
had never been born” is not a condemnation imposed a priori,
but a truth that any of us can recognize: if we deny the love
that has generated us, if by betraying we become unfaithful to
ourselves, then we truly lose the meaning of our coming into
the world, and we exclude ourselves from salvation.

And yet, precisely there, at the darkest point, the light
is not extinguished. On the contrary, it starts to shine. Because
if we recognize our limit, if we let ourselves be touched by the
pain of Christ, then we can finally be born again. Faith does
not spare us from the possibility of sin, but it always offers us a
way out of it: that of mercy. Leo importantly remind us that
Jesus isn’t scandalized by our fragility. He knows that no
friendship is immune from the risk of betrayal. But Jesus con-
tinues to trust. He does not give up breaking bread, even for
those who will betray him. This is the silent power of God: he
never abandons the table of love, even when he knows he will be
left alone.

Dear brothers and sisters, we too can ask ourselves
today, with sincerity: “Surely it is not I?”. Not to feel accused,
but to open a space for truth in our hearts. Salvation begins
here: with the awareness that we may be the ones who break
our trust in God,

(Papal Audience is concluded on the insert.)



