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Westmont Chapel
1622 Menoher Blvd. 15905

Ffrank Duca Funeral Home

Frank Duca, Supv., Funeral Director

3 Generations of Trusted
Duca Family Care
Alexis Peifer, Funeral Director

ducafuneralhome.com

East Hills Chapel & Crematory

404 Walters Avenue, 15904

Bradley Duca, Supv., Funeral Director
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Family Dental
Center

“Experience the Art of Dentistry”

Cosmetic Dentistry - Crowns
Bridges - Dentures
ZOOM! Professional Whitening System
Root Canals & Extractions

New Patients Welcome
Most Insurance Accepted

(814) 255-7181

www.DrJohnWalker.com
307 State Street . Johnstown, PA 15905

Typesetting & Design: Newspaper Ads, Brochures, Newsletters, Program Books, Websites
Full Color Printing On: T-Shirts. Hats. Ceramic Plates and Coffee Mugs. Water Bottles. Mouse Pads.

Computerized Embroidery & Monograms: Shirts, Jackets, Hats. Aprons. Towe!s and More

Key Chains. Plus High Resolution Phatos printed on Glass and Metal
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“ e Est. 195
BRETT INSURANCE
AGENCY, INC.
Jim Brett
Phonc: 814-535-8649
E-mail: jbrett@ brettinsurance.com

Specializing in Wedding Packages

2 81 Osbome Street
“‘{‘ﬂ ]ohns(wm + 5357704
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& CooKies for All Occasions.
Homestyle Cooking and Baking
Please visit us at
www.country-delights.com
814-288-5372
129 Dickey Hill Road, Davidsville, PA

1514 ]efferson Ave,

PICKING - TREECE - BENNETT

MORTUARY, INC.

West Hills * 921 Menoher Blvd. - 814-255-4040 ¢ PTBMortuary.com

CARING, CompassiONATE SeRvice Since 1909

THE AREA’S MOST SpPACIOUS AND ACCESSIBLE FUNERAL HOME
Tromas L. Dixon, Supervisor ®* CHRISTINE HOHRUN, Director

Hender

q911

Ask about our:
* Bethlehem Steel Retirees Program
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- Tuneral Homes m Geistown . COPE - Grief Help Group
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A Dynamite Place To Bel

640 Bedford Street + Johnstown, PA 15902

STRINE,  events, situations or
: milestones.

Let me capture your
most precious moments.

\,\\o\“ Book Today!

AW G Oz
Funeral Home, nc.

710 PBraad Street
i’)ul’mslawn. PA 15906
814.539.5127
Frank G. Ozog

Funeral Director
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“Qur family serving your family
with compasion, dignity and
respect for over go years.”

With Over 90 Years Serving
The Greater Johnstown Area

We Offer Services That
Fit Every Family’s Needs

Traditional Funeral Services
Contemporary Funeral Services
Cremation Services
Pre-Need Counseling

NO MORE &%
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“Caring For You &
About You Since 1964”

Martella’s
N Pharmacies

Franklin St. | Park Hill | Ligonier
Windber | Central City | Boswell

y s 814-244-1647
o e MWALTERS912@YAHOO.COM e il aspheamay;com
VisITATION PARISH MEMBERSHIP FORM
NAME PHONE
ADDRESS
City Zip
Check One: [_] NewRegistration  [_]Change of Address  [_] Moving Out of Parish 1 WantEnvelopes

Please drop Membership Form into the offertory basket or mail to Rectory. 814-536-6110

Church of the Visitation gy
of the Blessed Virgin Mary |4
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Rectory Phone: 536-6110

E-Mail: visitationjtown@dioceseaj.org
Website: www.visitationbvmchurch.com
Fax: 536-3709

First Sunday of Advent,
December 1st, 2024

MASS SCHEDULE
MONDAY - Advent Weekday
Private Mass
Ann Kerrigan
(Req. by Shirley Machowski)

TUESDAY -
12:05 PM -

Advent Weekday
Ann Lecci
(Req. by Loretta Tay & Marcy Tay Diamond)

WEDNESDAY - Advent Weekday

5:30 PM - Helene Balagusz
(Req. by Debbie & Dave Magro)
THURSDAY - Advent Weekday
Private Mass
Victoria Kelly
(Req. by Debbie Rolish)
FRIDAY - Advent Weekday
12:05 PM -  Albert Reynolds Jr

(Req. by Family)

SATURDAY - Vigil of 2nd Sunday of Advent

4:00 PM - Pro Populo
SUNDAY - 2nd Sunday of Advent
9:00 AM - George & Elizabeth Cleaver

(Req. by Grandson Ron Cleaver)

MASSES ON TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY AND FRIDAY
WILL BE CELEBRATED IN CHURCH DURING ADVENT

SANCTUARY CANDLE
All Living and Deceased Members
of Visitation Parish

The daily readings; may be found at either USCCB.ORG
or under the headings of daily readings listed in back of
the missalette.

1127 McKinley Avenue
Johnstown, PA 15905

Rev. John J. Slovikovski, PhD, Pastor
Mrs. Maureen Clark, DRE

Mprs. Kathleen Bumbernick, DMM
Mpr. David Kozak, Chairperson, PC

‘ Ms. Catherine Bennett, Secretary
Mpr. Joseph Martella, Vice-Chairperson, PC
Mr. Steve Myers, Chairperson, FC
Ms. Chris Houghton, Maintenance

Rectory Office Hours: Monday through
Friday, 9:00AM - 3:00PM

IN LOVING MEMORY: The Sanctuary Lamp is
available for your intentions by calling the

parish office. Please attempt to request your in-
tentions as early as possible. A $10 donation is
suggested.

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE: Beginning in Advent,
Confessions will be heard from 6:30 until 7:00 PM
on Wednesday Evenings. DURING THE JUBILEE
YEAR, CONFESSIONS WILL BE HEARD FROM 3:00
PM until 3:40 PM THE FIRST SATURDAY OF EVERY
MONTH. Confession may ALWAYS be arranged
with Fr. John personally by calling the rectory
office. Please avail yourselves to this life-giving
sacrament!

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: Scheduled no less
than nine months prior to the date of mar-
riage. Four preparation sessions with the pas-
tor, as well as all diocesan requirements, must
be met. All Catholic candidates for Marriage
must be registered, practicing members of a
parish at least 6 months prior to scheduling the
wedding. There are NO EXCEPTIONS.

INFANT BAPTISM: Baptisms are generally cele-
brated during one of the Sunday Liturgies. Pre-
baptismal instructions must be completed by
the parents atf least 3 weeks prior to the celebra-
tion of the sacrament. Catholic godparents
must obtain a letter of eligibility from their pas-
tors four weeks in advance. Baptisms are never
celebrated during the Season of Lent. ANOINT-
ING OF THE SICK: Celebrated after any Sunday
Mass as requested and as a parish during the
Easter Season.

MEMBERSHIP: Forms are located on the back
page of the bulletin (or on the parish website) to
be filled out and sent to the parish. Registrations
are also welcome by phone.




$$ INCOME $$$
Collection - November 24, 2024

LOOSE MONEY......cviiiieiiieeieeeeeee e $303.00
Sunday Collection...............ccoiiiiiiiiinn.n. $2668.00
Immaculate Conception..............c.ooiiiinnn. $30.00
Catholic Charities...........cccoovvviiiiiiiiiien, $75.00
All SoulsS Day......cc.oviiiiiiiieee e $13.00
Retired Priests Medical...................ccocoeeenennn. $3.00
All Saints Day........ccovviiiiiiiiieeee e $3.00
Votive Candles...........coooeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie $113.00
St. Peregrine........c.cooiiiiiiiiiiiie, $20.00
Sanctuary Candle.............cccoeviiiiiiiiieenn $10.00
Parking Lot Rent.............ccoooiiiiiiiiiinen $70.00
Donation - Calendar Winning......................... $25.00
TOTAL: $3333.00
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Let us continue to pray for the members of our parish
community who serve in the military, as well as for the
sick, elderly and homebound members of our parish
especially:

Anonymous Petitioners, Pat Balagusz, Ralph Blair, David
Clark, Ronald Cleaver, Dolores Danner, Francis Dietz, Doro-
thy Fisher, Barbara Fox, Paul Harnish, Catherine Heinlein,
Mary Carol Hill and children, Donna Johnson, Baby Gianna
Kniss, Karen Kohan, Betsy Konar, Marylee Konicky, Made-
leine Krueger, Gaile Krumenacker, Victoria Leflie, Michael
Letzo, Joanne Macri, Patricia Mainhart, Marianne Mangiafi-
co, Pat Meagher, Myla Minner, Pauline Molchany, Larry
Oravetz, Anna Petro, Francis Petro, Jean Petroro, Anna Ma-
rie Pfeil, Maria Petro-Sanders, Mia Bella Rastall, Stacy Rob-
erts, Sean Rovan, Leonard Russell, Stephen Sanders, Jennifer
Schellhammer, Rose Sigg, Allegra Slick, Father John Slovikov-
ski, Shirley Slovikovski, Megan Varmecky, Christi Vavrek,
Carrie Young

* * *h% *% *x*k *x%k * * *

Please join us in remembering members of our
parish family who celebrate their birthdays the
week of December 2nd to December 8th:

Carmela Cascino Kyla Daly
Thomas Gahagan Catherine Kessler
Bryon Mihelic Dolores Foust
Kevin Petak Margaret Gawlas

Brian Krise
James Lentz

Linda Gorentz
William Kuswara
Raymond Litzinger

For the Good of the Vineyard and Our Particular Part of It

The 2025 Yearly Calendars of Prizes are now available! Begin-
ning this weekend and through the end of December, we will be
selling them in the main vestibule of the Church. This is our last
yearly fundraiser and IT IS ESSENTIAL TO DO WELL IN OR-
DER TO MAINTAIN OUR FINANCIAL STABILITY. Please
consider purchasing at least one for yourself,
. perhaps others as gifts (Christmas, birthday,
; : etc.) It would also be helpful if you would
‘ ‘ consider taking an (some) additional calen-
W dar (s) to sell. THANK YOU FOR YOUR
L[ L HELP WITH THIS LAST IMPORTANT
FUNDRAISER FOR 2024) .

TURKEY RAFFLE: Thank you, Thank you! Many thanks to
all who worked to make our Turkey Raffle so successful this
year. This includes the many parishioners who purchased the
parish raffle tickets and the individuals who generously donat-
ed gifts of money, gift cards and items for the basket of cheer,
door prizes, baskets and lottery tickets.

A simple thank you does not suffice to express our
gratitude to all the volunteers who invested so much time and
talent to organize and work this event. Your complete dedica-
tion to every aspect of this event is appreciated more than you
know. Special thanks to Fr. John for his support and guidance.

WINNERS OF PARISH BASKETS

Basket of Cheer
Cathy Solitro
Neighborhood Basket
Kelly McKissick
Lottery Tree
Alisha Wenderoth
Martella’s Basket
Kristyn Amendola

*%% *%%

Home Visits with the Eucharist - If you are someone you
know cannot come to Church and would like to receive the
Eucharist, please either fill out the form on the parish website
or call the parish office and give your name to the secretary.
We will be certain that you or your friend or loved one will
receive the Lord regularly as you rightly deserve.

Come and See: Do you know someone who is interested in
becoming a member of the Catholic Faith? Were you or some-
one you know baptized in the Catholic faith and never Con-
firmed? We would like to provide an opportunity to anyone
who would answer yes to these questions to “come and see”
the possibilities and possibly become a part of the Christian
Initiation process and become full members of the Catholic
family. If you are interested, we will be holding inquiry ses-
sions on the Weekend of December 7th and 8th following each
Sunday Mass (4:00 PM Sat. /9:00AM Sun.). We will gather for
light refreshments in the rectory meeting room (next door to
the Church) so that you can speak with me and meet members
of our Christian Initiation Team. There is absolutely no com-
mitment. Just “Come and See.”

From the Pastor’s Desk

This week is a shortened week for the bulletin and I
am writing my column on Sunday afternoon seeing that I am
leaving for Baltimore later today and I will not return until
Tuesday afternoon when I will be leaving for Pittsburgh over-
night to be at an early morning medical clinical appointment
on Wednesday. The bulletin needs to be printed on Wednes-
day seeing that this is a short week due to the Thanksgiving
holiday. Therefore, I will be unable to summarize the pope’s
Wednesday Audience for you this week.

This week I give thanks to God in Christ through the
power of the Holy Spirit for the many gifts that HE has given
to me and to our parish. First, I am grateful for the gift of life,
renewed for me by the donation of a new liver this past July. I
am grateful for the gifts of Faith, Hope, and Love that God has
given me in abundance. I am grateful for the gift of my fami-
ly, especially my mother and my sister. I give thanks for abil-
ity to be part of the sacramental life of the Church, especially
Reconciliation and Eucharist. I am grateful for my vocation to
the priesthood that I attempt to live out faithfully. I am grate-
ful for God’s mercy that he has shown me in abundance. I am
grateful for you, my parish family for the love and example
you show me through your Christian discipleship. I am grate-
ful for my friends, those who have gone out of their way to
show me love and care, especially in the times of my greatest
need. I also give thanks for my loving companion Meggie,
who in a way is a symbol of God’s unconditional love for me.
The list go could and on. One thing is certain, as I enter into
the autumn of the life, I realize that only a life rooted in grati-
tude for the ability to encounter the mystery of God in so
many varied and splendid way is worth living.

From Pope Francis to the Pew:

In his Sunday Angelus message, Pope Francis reflects
upon last Sunday’s gospel where Jesus handed over to Pilate,
the Roman procurator, to be condemned to death. A brief dia-
logue begins between the two, and although Pilate's questions
and the Lord's answers, two words in particular are trans-
formed, acquiring new meaning. Two words: the word “king”
and the word “world.” At first Pilate asks Jesus, “Are you the
king of the Jews?” trying to discern whether the man in front
of him is potentially threatening. Jesus claims to be king, yes,
but in the way an authority normally rules over his subjects.
Jesus is a king insofar as he is a witness: he is the One who
speaks the truth, the effective Word that transforms the world.
Secondly, Pontius Pilate's “world” is one where the strong tri-
umph over the weak, the rich over the poor, the violent over
the meek Jesus is King, but his kingdom is not of Pilate’s
world, and not of this world either. Jesus' world, indeed, is the
new world. It is the kingdom of heaven, which Christ brings to
this earth by pouring out grace and truth, where Jesus the
King redeems creation ruined by evil with the power proper to
divine love. Jesus saves creation, because Jesus liberates, Jesus
forgives, Jesus brings peace and justice. Pilate does not open
himself to the truth, even though it is right in front of him. He
will not listen to Jesus. The one who is from the truth, listens
to his voice (cf. Jn 18:37). It is the voice of the King of the uni-
verse, who saves us. Pope Francis reminds us that listening to
the Lord brings light into our hearts and into our lives. So, let
us try to ask ourselves - everyone ask themselves in their own
heart: can I say that Jesus is my “king”? Is His Word my guide,
my certainty? Do I see in Him the merciful face of God who
always forgives, who is always waiting for us to give us his
forgiveness?

Advent Adult Education Series: During this Advent
Season, Fr, John will be offering an adult education
series on Monday afternoons from 2:00PM until 3:15
PM, December 2nd, 9th, 16th, and 23rd entitled: The
Birth of Jesus in the Gospels: Prayer and Study. In it,
we will look at the infancy narratives: that is the sto-
ries surrounding the birth of Jesus in the gospels of
Matthew and Luke (Mark and John don’t speak about
Jesus’ birth). Also, the last 1/2 hour of each session
will be dedicated to questions and answers about the
Catholic Faith brought by the participants —absolutely
nothing is off limits! Come to one session...come to all.
All are invited and welcome to attend. A sign up sheet
is located in the back of the Church to determine inter-
est. No commitment is required. Bring your bible!

xxxxxx

WELCOMING NEW AND FORMER MEMBERS TO
OUR SUNDAY LITURGIES: This Advent we hope to
increase our identity as a welcoming parish by inviting
parishioners who have not been with us for a while
especially since COVID to come home to pray with us
again AND if we know of anyone who is searching for
a parish to join our family. A family is only as strong
as is its weakest member, BE A STRONG AMBASSA-
DOR FOR OUR PARISH BY INVITING SOMEONE
TO PRAY WITH US ON A REGULAR BASIS. Re-
member, the future life of our community is in YOUR
hands.

DON’'T FORGET TO PICK UP YOUR ADVENT
PRAYER PARTNER IN THE MAIN VESTIBULE OF
THE CHURCH NEXT WEEK.!!!

Jubilee 2025 —News and Notes: Ministers of Hospitality
are being recruited currently. Remember, we have been
designated a HOLY SITE for the Jubilee YEAR and we
need to make potential pilgrims feel welcome at our
weekend liturgies. If you are interested, please contact

Fr. John. o
Opening Liturgy for the Jubilee Year: & *
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The opening liturgy for the Jubilee Sl 2
Year will be held at 2:00 PM on Sun- "? ¢ :C:’
day, Dec. 29, 2024 at the Cathedral of \rf)o
the Blessed Sacrament in Altoona. All PILGRY

parishes in the diocese have been asked to send repre-
sentatives to this Mass. If you are interested in being
part of the car pool to attend this memorable liturgy,
please contact Fr. John. This mass is very important to
me personally, you won’t be disappointed if you attend.

Angel Tree 2024 - Please know that our Annual Angel
Tree Project is now in full swing.

Jumpstarting Jubilee 2025 - Advent Hope: The first Ad-

: vent candle symbolizes hope. Every 25 years the
Church celebrates a special Holy Year called the
Jubilee Year. This Jubilee will begin with the
opening of the Holy Door of Saint Peter’s Basilica
in Rome on Christmas Eve 2024. The theme of the
Jubilee Year is HOPE. It is a time for us to realize
that “hope does not disappoint” when it is rooted
in the knowledge that God has committed him-
self to us in Emmanuel, “God with us.”



