Please support the sponsors on this page. Itis through their support that this bulletin is made possible.

255-3822(DUCA)

Westmont Chapel
1622 Menoher Blvd. 15905

Ffrank Duca Funeral Home

Frank Duca, Supv., Funeral Director

3 Generations of Trusted
Duca Family Care
Alexis Peifer, Funeral Director

ducafuneralhome.com

East Hills Chapel & Crematory

404 Walters Avenue, 15904

Bradley Duca, Supv., Funeral Director

Dr. John P.
Walker
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Family Dental
Center

“Experience the Art of Dentistry”

Cosmetic Dentistry - Crowns
Bridges - Dentures
ZOOM! Professional Whitening System
Root Canals & Extractions

New Patients Welcome
Most Insurance Accepted

(814) 255-7181

www.DrJohnWalker.com
307 State Street . Johnstown, PA 15905

Typesetting & Design: Newspaper Ads, Brochures, Newsletters, Program Books, Websites
Full Color Printing On: T-Shirts. Hats. Ceramic Plates and Coffee Mugs. Water Bottles. Mouse Pads.

Computerized Embroidery & Monograms: Shirts, Jackets, Hats. Aprons. Towe!s and More

Key Chains. Plus High Resolution Phatos printed on Glass and Metal

“Best Auto Rates For Drivers Over 50” “\\U' 3 Bc /,
“ e Est. 195
BRETT INSURANCE
AGENCY, INC.
Jim Brett
Phonc: 814-535-8649
E-mail: jbrett@ brettinsurance.com

Specializing in Wedding Packages

2 81 Osbome Street
“‘{‘ﬂ ]ohns(wm + 5357704
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& CooKies for All Occasions.
Homestyle Cooking and Baking
Please visit us at
www.country-delights.com
814-288-5372
129 Dickey Hill Road, Davidsville, PA

1514 ]efferson Ave,

PICKING - TREECE - BENNETT

MORTUARY, INC.

West Hills * 921 Menoher Blvd. - 814-255-4040 ¢ PTBMortuary.com

CARING, CompassiONATE SeRvice Since 1909

THE AREA’S MOST SpPACIOUS AND ACCESSIBLE FUNERAL HOME
Tromas L. Dixon, Supervisor ®* CHRISTINE HOHRUN, Director

Hender

q911

Ask about our:
* Bethlehem Steel Retirees Program

m Johnstown

- Tuneral Homes m Geistown . COPE - Grief Help Group
* YOUR CHOICE PLAN
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A Dynamite Place To Bel

640 Bedford Street + Johnstown, PA 15902

STRINE,  events, situations or
: milestones.

Let me capture your
most precious moments.

\,\\o\“ Book Today!

AW G Oz
Funeral Home, nc.

710 PBraad Street
i’)ul’mslawn. PA 15906
814.539.5127
Frank G. Ozog

Funeral Director
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“Qur family serving your family
with compasion, dignity and
respect for over go years.”

With Over 90 Years Serving
The Greater Johnstown Area

We Offer Services That
Fit Every Family’s Needs

Traditional Funeral Services
Contemporary Funeral Services
Cremation Services
Pre-Need Counseling

NO MORE &%
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“Caring For You &
About You Since 1964”

Martella’s
N Pharmacies

Franklin St. | Park Hill | Ligonier
Windber | Central City | Boswell

y s 814-244-1647
o e MWALTERS912@YAHOO.COM e il aspheamay;com
VisITATION PARISH MEMBERSHIP FORM
NAME PHONE
ADDRESS
City Zip
Check One: [_] NewRegistration  [_]Change of Address  [_] Moving Out of Parish 1 WantEnvelopes

Please drop Membership Form into the offertory basket or mail to Rectory. 814-536-6110

Church of the Visitation gy
of the Blessed Virgin Mary |4
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Rectory Phone: 536-6110

E-Mail: visitationjtown@dioceseaj.org
Website: www.visitationbvmchurch.com
Fax: 536-3709

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time,
November 17th, 2024

MASS SCHEDULE
MONDAY - Weekday in Ordinary Time
Mary Alice Quinn - Private Mass

(Req. by Marie Mesaros)
*Rescheduled*

TUESDAY -
12:05 PM -

Weekday in Ordinary Time
Kevin Cyburt
(Req. by Marian & George)

WEDNESDAY - Weekday in Ordinary Time
Charlene Tarnowsky - Private Mass
(Req. by father John Bair)
*Rescheduled from 7-24-24*

THURSDAY - Weekday in Ordinary Time
Dr. James Furnary - Private Mass
(Req. by Cathy Fuska)

FRIDAY - Weekday in Ordinary Time

12:05 PM -  Patricia Czyrnik

(Req. by Joe Czyrnik)

SATURDAY - Vigil of 34th Sunday in Ordinary Time

4:00 PM - Basil Balagusz

(Req. by Family)
SUNDAY - 34th Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00 AM -  Pro Populo

MASSES ON TUESDAY AND FRIDAY WILL BE CELE-
BRATED IN CHURCH!!!

SANCTUARY CANDLE
In Birthday Remembrance of Elizabeth Mateljan
Req. by Barbara Vedock, daughter

The daily readings; may be found at either USCCB.ORG
or under the headings of daily readings listed in back of
the missalette.

1127 McKinley Avenue
Johnstown, PA 15905

Rev. John J. Slovikovski, PhD, Pastor
Mprs. Maureen Clark, DRE

Myrs. Kathleen Bumbernick, DMM
Mr. David Kozak, Chairperson, PC

‘ Ms. Catherine Bennett, Secretary
Mpr. Joseph Martella, Vice-Chairperson, PC
Mr. Steve Myers, Chairperson, FC
Ms. Chris Houghton, Maintenance

Rectory Office Hours: Monday through
Friday, 9:00AM - 3:00PM

IN LOVING MEMORY: The Sanctuary Lamp is
available for your intentions by calling the
parish office. Please attempt to request your
infentions as early as possible. A $10 donation
is suggested.

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE: Beginning in Ad-
vent, Confessions will be heard from 6:30 until
7:00 PM on Wednesday Evenings. Confession
may ALWAYS be arranged with Fr. John per-
sonally by calling the rectory office. Please
avail yourselves to this life-giving sacrament!
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: Scheduled no less
than nine months prior to the date of mar-
riage. Four preparation sessions with the pas-
tor, as well as all diocesan requirements, must
be met. All Catholic candidates for Marriage
must be registered, practicing members of a
parish at least 6 months prior to scheduling the
wedding.

INFANT BAPTISM: Baptisms are generally cele-
brated during one of the Sunday Liturgies. Pre-
baptismal instructions must be completed by
the parents at least 3 weeks prior to the cele-
bration of the sacrament. Catholic godpar-
ents must obtain a letter of eligibility from their
pastors four weeks in advance. Baptisms are
never celebrated during the Season of Lent.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Celebrated after any
Sunday Mass as requested and as a parish
during the Easter Season.

MEMBERSHIP: Forms are located on the back
page of the bulletin (or on the parish website)
to be filled out and sent to the parish. Regis-
trations are also welcome by phone.




$$ INCOME $$$
Collection - November 10, 2024

LOOSE MONEY......cviiiiiiieceiieeeeee e $333.00
Sunday Collection...............coeveiiiiininnne. $2461.00
All Saints Day........ocovviiiiiiiiiice e $30.00
All Souls Day......c..ovviiiiiiiiiicee e $100.00
Catholic Charities.............coovvviiiiiiiiiienn, $20.00
Votive Candles...........cooveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie $261.00
St. Peregrine..........coooeiiiiiiiiiicea $110.00
Apartment Rent - Nov............cc.ooeveiiininn, $625.00
Parking Lot Rent.............ccoooviiiiiiiiiiinn, $245.00
TOTAL: $4185.00
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Let us continue to pray for the members of our parish

community who serve in the military, as well as for the

sick, elderly and homebound members of our parish

especially:
Anonymous Petitioners, Pat Balagusz, Ralph Blair, David

Clark, Ronald Cleaver, Dolores Danner, Francis Dietz, Doro-

thy Fisher, Barbara Fox, Paul Harnish, Catherine Heinlein,

Mary Carol Hill and children, Donna Johnson, Baby Gianna
Kniss, Karen Kohan, Betsy Konar, Marylee Konicky, Made-

leine Krueger, Gaile Krumenacker, Victoria Leflie, Michael

Letzo, Joanne Macri, Patricia Mainhart, Marianne Mangiafi-

co, Pat Meagher, Myla Minner, Pauline Molchany, Larry

Oravetz, Anna Petro, Francis Petro, Jean Petroro, Anna Ma-
rie Pfeil, Maria Petro-Sanders, Mia Bella Rastall, Stacy Rob-

erts, Sean Rovan, Leonard Russell, Stephen Sanders, Jennifer
Schellhammer, Rose Sigg, Allegra Slick, Father John Slovikov-

ski, Shirley Slovikovski, Megan Varmecky, Christi Vavrek,
Carrie Young
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Please join us in remembering members of our
parish family who celebrate their birthdays the

week of November 18th to November 24th:

Larry Golish
Katrin O’Donnell
Sidney Horner

Terrence Werner
Francesca Cascino
Marian Cyburt

For the Good of the Vineyard and Our Particular Part of It

Advent Decorating - On Saturday, November 30th, 2024 at 9:00
AM, we will be decorating for the Advent season and put new
missalettes in the pews. We will be box-  pusssss

ing up the old missalettes as well. If there @@

is anyone who would like to help out, we H OPE

would really appreciate it.

Thanksgiving Food Drive: As we all know, the state of the
economy has left all of us tightening our belts when it comes to
household costs, especially in terms of food. I know that I have
been very blessed; however, for I know that I have never had to
go hungry or struggle to provide for food for those that I love.
Not all of our brothers and sisters in the human family, and even
our parish family are so lucky. Therefore, per
our tradition, we will be having a Thanksgiving
Food Drive for those persons who struggle to
Thanksgiving make ends meet with food and other items that
FoodDrive  they may need. You may drop off nonperisha-
ble food items in the main vestibule of the Church on the week-
ends of November 17th and 24th. Some have asked if we will
accept grocery gift cards. YES! Please bring those to either the
sacristy or to the Church rectory. All of food items that are not
offered to our own families in need will go to the food pantry
located at Saint Andrews Church and will be distributed to those
families most in need in our area. Please donate as your means
allow. God bless you for your generosity.
COMBINED COUNCIL MEETING: There will be a combined
meeting of the Parish Pastoral Council and Finance Council on
Thursday, November 21, 2024 at 6:00 PM in the rectory meeting
room. Please make every effort to attend. We will be discussing
important issues that must be addressed before the year’s end
including finances, ethics, membership, and parish security.

Angel Tree 2024 - We are once again planning an Angel Tree.
This is an opportunity to share our blessings with those who
struggle to provide their children with gifts for Christmas. Any
parishioners who would like to submit the name of a needy child
on the tree, should call the rectory office as soon as possible. We
will begin the project after the Turkey

Raffle Fundraiser. Young children should
aways be blessed with a happy and mer- ;V W
ry Christmas, so please consider this fine ?/ %

project. More details to follow.

THE COMMUNION SONG: In their document, Sing to the
Lord: Music in Divine Worship, The US Bishops, quoting the Gen-
eral Instruction on the Roman Missal note : “While the priest is re-
ceiving the Sacrament, the Communion song is begun. Its pur-
pose is to express the communicants” union in spirit by means of
the unity of their voices, to show joy of heart, and to highlight
more clearly the ‘communitarian” nature of the procession to re-
ceive Communion.” The singing begins immediately and contin-
ues “for as long as the Sacrament is being administered to the
faithful.” The Communion chant or song may be sung by the
people with choir or cantor, or by the choir alone. Because the
Communion chant expresses the unity of those processing and
receiving the Holy Sacrament, communal singing is commenda-
ble. The singing of the people should be preeminent.” The time for
PRIVATE PRAYER follows the Communion Song. Please join
us in this important act of communal worship!!!

From Pope Francis to the Pew:

In his Sunday Angelus message, Pope Francis reflects
upon the Gospel report of one of the many discussions Jesus
had at the temple of Jerusalem, specifically one where he de-
nounces before the people the hypocritical attitude of some
scribes. They had an important role in the community of Isra-
el: they read, transcribed and interpreted the Scriptures. They
were held in high esteem and people revered them. Unfortu-
nately, their behavior often did not correspond to what they
taught. They were not consistent. Some, looked down on oth-
ers “from above” - this is very ugly, looking down on another
person from above - they put on airs and, hiding behind a fa-
cade of feigned respectability and legalism, arrogated privileg-
es to themselves and even went so far as to commit outright
theft to the detriment of the weakest, such as widows. Instead
of using their “authority” to serve others, they made it an in-
strument of manipulation. Sometimes for them, even prayer
was in danger of no longer being a moment of encounter with
the Lord, but an occasion to flaunt feigned piety, useful for
attracting people's attention. Remember what Jesus says about
the prayer of the publican and the pharisee. They - not all of
them - behaved like corrupt people, feeding a social and reli-
gious system in which it was normal to take advantage of oth-
ers, especially the most defenseless, committing injustices and
ensuring impunity for themselves. Jesus warned to stay away
from these people and not to imitate them. Indeed, with His
words and His example, as we know, He taught very different
things about authority. He spoke about it in terms of self-
sacrifice and humble service, of maternal and paternal tender-
ness towards people, especially those most in need. He invites
those invested with positions of power, not to humiliate the
weakest but to lift them up, giving them hope and assistance.
Therefore, Francis asks: us to ask ourselves: How do I behave
in my fields of responsibility? Do I act with humility, or do I
vaunt my position? Am I generous and respectful with people,
or do I treat them in a rude and authoritarian way? And with
my most fragile brothers and sisters, am I close to them, do I
know how to bow to help lift them up?

In his Wednesday Audience, Pope Francis focused up-
on the Holy Spirit and Marian Piety. Among the various
means by which the Holy Spirit implements His work of sanc-
tification in the Church - the Word of God, the Sacraments,
prayer - there is one in entirely particular, and it is Marian
piety. In the Catholic tradition there is this motto: “to Jesus by
means of Mary”. Our Lady never points to herself, Our Lady
points to Jesus. And this is Marian piety: to Jesus by the hands
of Our Lady. The true and only mediator between us and
Christ, indicated as such by Jesus Himself, is the Holy Spirit.
Mary is one of the means the Holy Spirit uses to bring us to
Jesus. Franics reminds us that Saint Paul defines the Christian
community as “a letter of Christ administered by us, written
not in ink but by the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of
stone but on tablets that are hearts of flesh.” Mary, as the first
disciple and figure of the Church, is also a letter written with
the Spirit of the living God.. Her Magnificat, that is her yes to
the angel Gabriel, when she accepts to be Jesus” mother, pro-
claims “Here I am, I am a tablet to be written on: let the Writer
write what he wants, make of me what the Lord of all wish-
es.”. Mary offers herself like a blank page on which the Lord
can write whatever He wants. Mary’s “Yes” to the Angel rep-
resents “the summit of all religious behavior before God, since
she expresses, in the highest manner, anticipatory availability
combined with active willingness, the greatest openness with

greatest desire to be filled. This is how the pope sees the
Mother of God is an instrument of the Holy Spirit in His
work of sanctification. Beyond all that has been written
God, the Church and holiness, she suggests a few words
that everyone, even the simplest, can say on any occasion:
“behold” and “let it be done”. Mary is the one who said
“Yes” to the Lord, and with her example and by her inter-
cession urges us to say our “Yes” to Him too, whenever
we are faced with an act of obedience to perform or a trial
to overcome.

In every age of our history, but in particular at
this time, the Church finds herself in the same situation as
the Christian community in the aftermath of Jesus” Ascen-
sion to heaven. It had to preach the Gospel to all nations
but was awaiting the “power from on high” in order to be
able to do it. And let us not forget that, at that time, as we
read in the Acts of the Apostles, the disciples were gath-
ered around “Mary the mother of Jesus” (Acts 1:14). It is
true that there were also other women together with her
in the Upper Room, but her presence is dunique among
them all. Between her and the Holy Spirit there is a
unique and eternally indestructible bond that is the very
person of Christ Himself, “who was conceived of the Holy
Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary”, as we recite in the
Creed. The evangelist Luke deliberately highlights the
correlation between the coming of the Holy Spirit upon
Mary in the Annunciation and His coming to the disciples
at Pentecost, using some identical expressions in both.

The Pope, turning to his patron notes that Saint
Francis of Assisi, in one of his prayers, greets Our Lady as
“daughter and handmaid of the heavenly Father, the al-
mighty King, Mother of our most high Lord Jesus Christ,
and Spouse of the Holy Spirit” [4]. Daughter of the Father,
Spouse of the Holy Spirit! The unique relationship be-
tween Mary and the Trinity could not be illustrated in
simpler words. Like all images, this one of the “Spouse of
the Holy Spirit” must not be rendered absolute, but taken
for that amount of truth it contains, and it is a very beauti-
ful truth. She is the bride, but before that, she is the disci-
ple of the Holy Spirit. Bride and disciple. Let us learn
from her to be docile to the inspirations of the Spirit, espe-
cially when He suggests to us to “arise in haste” and go to
help someone who needs us, as she did straight after the
angel left her.

Jubilee 2025 — News and Notes: Ministers of Hospitality
are being recruited currently. If you are interested, please
contact the rectory.
Opening Liturgy for the Jubilee Year: The opening litur-
gy for the Jubilee Year will be held at 2:00
o *

PM on Sunday, Dec. 29, 2024 at the Ca-
thedral of the Blessed Sacrament in Al-

, O
455‘ 7’ \g- toona. All parishes in the diocese have
¢ f been asked to send representatives to this
S : ' A
2 Mass. If you are interested in being part
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of the car pool, please contact Fr. John.
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The 2025 Yearly Calendars of Prizes are now available!
Beginning this weekend we will be selling them in the
main vestibule of the Church. This is our last yearly fund-
raiser and IT IS VERY IMPORTANT FOR US TO DO
WELL. Please consider purchasing at least one and help-
ing us to sell additional calendars ( as gifts, etc.)



